II
THE  SECRET TREATY  OF  BJORKOE
BEFORE freaking of my entrance upon my new
duties, it seems necessary to explain the general
political f-:tnation in Europe as It existed at that time,
and, in connection therewith, I must dwell at length
upon an episode which has been of particular Interest
to the public in France and England, I allude to
the secret treaty between the Czar and the German
Emperor^ signed at Bjorkoe In the summer of 1905.
The publication of this treaty by the Russian revo-
lutionaiy   Gavernment   la   1917,   together   with   the
telegraphic   correspondence   exchanged   by   the   two
sovereign.?,, has given rise to many controversies and a
copious literature.    Some of the books and newspaper
in which it has been discussed are clearly par-
in  their  nature,  and charge Emperor  Nicholas
unjustly                 guilty of the most heinous of crimes:
of                 Ms ally, France;   others, written in
a            equitable  spirit,   are   necessarily   Incomplete
and fail of convincing because the authors did not have
to the original documents.
The             of Bjorkoe was signed the year before
1                the direction of the foreign, policy of my
so 1            no Immediate role In that episode,
but in my              as Minister of Foreign Affairs I was
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